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TO THE READER

We have pleasure in drawing your attention to this demonstration
issue of a periodical which will be identified as the European
Journal of Parapsychology. As has already been stated in the inside
back cover, the journal will appear twice a year.

The main emphasis will be on experimental articles but theoretical
articles will also be welcomed. The latter category should be
concerned with issues such as definitions in parapsychology or
design of experiments, or with the development of useful methods
for the evaluation of parapsychological results or observations.
It should be observed that theoretical must not be viewed as
antithetical to experimental since theories are just as important
for the scientific understanding as experimental data are for the
theories. It should also be understood that experiments are no
more and no less than observations made under rare and special
circumstances which we choose ourselves, or at best 'only
experience carefully planned in advance" as R.A.Fisher put it.
Under favourable conditions the variables which we try to identify
and control in our experiments will enrich our experience and our
knowledge, and if the design is a good ome, it will maximize the
information yield per unit of research cost.

When it comes to the ideal of science to which we adhere, we have

to admit that we are rather strongly influenced by Karl Popper's
school of thought, and his great emphasis on the fact that it

should be possible to put a theory to a severe test of falsification
in order to be a useful tool in science. When it comes to theories
we also share his view that the more complicated a theory is the
less it says, for the harder it becomes to falsify it, and the
casier it becomes for those who defend it to "immunize" the theory
against a test of falsificationm.

Another hallmark of our journal will be the avoidance of selective
reporting, that is, the tendency to bury negative results and only
to publish studies that "turned out". For ome thing we believe
that there is a chance to learn something important from negative
findings; for another the policy of exclusively publishing
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"supporting" findings will exert a strong temptation to "doctor"
ones data. The quality of the design and methodology and the
rationale of the study will be judged as more important than the
level of significance of the outcome of the study. In the May
issue of our journal an article will appear (by Martin Johnson)
in which some basic questions related to the system of control
and reporting in science will be discussed. The article has some
bearing on what we would like to see as the basic research ideal
and policy of publishing in our journal.

We hope to be able to extend the editorial staff in such a way
that as many European countries as possible will have their
representative on the editorial staff.

The main objective of the journal as we see it, is to stimulate
and facilitate the furthering of European endeavours in
experimental and allied fields of parapsychology. However,
contributions from authors outside Europe are also warmly welcomed.
We would like to think that the quality of the articles will
maintain such a standard that they can favourable be compared with
those appearing in the leading American contemporaries. In this
way we may be able to establish a sense of friendly competition
with the American Journals and our colleagues there, to the
benefit to our field in general.

Every research worker in our field is naturally invited to send
a contribution for possible publication, if he feels he shares
our research ideals, and can cope with them.

The State University of Utrecht is the juridical owner of this
journal.

As regards how to become a subscriber, please read the inside

back cover as well as the form on the last page of this issue,
which can be used for subscription.

Martin Johnson Sybo A. Schouten
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In each series half of the stimulus cards contained
handdrawn symbols (non-coded targets). On the other half of the
stimulus cards, the words of these symbols were typed (coded
targets). Thus each series contained 20 cards, four of each symbol,
two being drawn and two typed. The use of equal numbers of each
symbo] in the series and in both conditions was necessary to
eliminate the possible influence of preferences of the subjects
for certain symbols. The cards were enclosed in small opaque
envelopes, each envelope being given a letter, which indicated the
series, and a number which indicated the specific target.

In all, 24 undergraduate students participated in the experiment.
Each subject took part in one session, which lasted nearly one
hour. Before starting the actual experiment, an informal talk was
given on ESP testing in general.

The experimenter then gave the instructions about the experiment
itself. The subject was told that the purpose of this experiment
was to select high-scoring subjects for further clairvoyance
experiments. The subject was not informed about the real purpose
of the experiment.

Five postcards with drawn symbols, identical with the drawn
symbols in the target deck of the appropriate series, were placed
before the subject so that he could refer to them while taking the
test. He was led to believe that all target symbols in the deck
were of the same kind as the duplicate symbols. Then the envelopes
of the deck were shuffled and placed before the subject. He was
instructed to take the first envelope in his hands, then to look
for one of the duplicate symbols which in his opinion would match
the symbol in the envelope.

In one series the procedure was different. In this series the
subject was presented with 20 decks of five envelopes each. He
was told that four envelopes contained the same symbol, for
instance red, one envelope however contained a different symbol,
for instance the drawing of a house. The subject had to choose the
envelope with the different symbol.

After making his choice, the subject called the name of the
symbol and then showed the experimenter the code letter and number
of the envelope. The experimenter recorded the answer. The
experimenter did not know at the time of the experiment the
relation between envelopes and symbols. At the end of the experiment
the envelopes were opened and first recorded on a target sheet.
After this the answer sheet were checked for hits and misses.
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Wilcoxon matched-pairs signed-ranks test (Siegel 1956) to test the
difference in scoring under the two conditions. The Wilcoxon test
yielded a T=53, which for 22 subjects - two subjects got the same
number of hits under both conditions - is significant at the .01
confidence level. Of this 22 subjects, 17 scored lower on the coded
targets. ’

DISCUSSION

At first glance one would conclude that the stated hypothesis,
which implied that subjects would score higher on non-coded targets,
was confirmed by this experiment. However, since the condition
involving coded targets yielded a marginally significant result
while the condition involving non-coded targets yielded chance
results, this conclusion cannot be maintained. Krippner's
proposition, that coded targets are more difficult to perceive

than non-coded targets, is not supported by this test.

Moreover, the results contradict the so-called matching
hypothesis. The subjects showed a differential response to the two
types of targets, but the experiment failed to give any indications
about the reason for this effect.

SUMMARY

In a clairvoyance experiment with 24 subjects, coded and non-coded
targets were used to test the hypothesis that non-coded targets
are more easily perceived than coded targets. The subjects did

not know the purpose of the experiment or that in half the trials
they guessed for coded targets. The subjects scored significantly
different in the expected direction in both conditions, but as
they only scored marginally significantly in the coded conditionm,
and not significantly in the non-coded condition, the hypothesis
could not be confirmed.
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ESP AND SUBLIMINALITY

Martin U. Johnson

University of Utrecht

INTRODUCTION

Myers (1895) has already proposed a relationship between
preconscious processes and the paranormal. From the onset of case
studies in parapsychology the reasons for the occurences of
spontaneous psi phenomena were discussed in more or less elaborated
psychodynamic terms.

As Beloff (1972, p. 16-19) has recently stressed, there are
several similarities between what is described as subliminal
perception and ESP. Beloff alludes among other things to Dixon's
statement that when a stimulus falls between two critical levels
of intensity, it tends to elicit a response which is not just
weaker but qualitatively different from those elicited by
supraliminal stimulation. For readers especially interested in the
controversy over subliminality, see for instance Smith (1970) and
Dixon (1971).

In an experimental context the influence of subliminally exposed
stimuli on dreaming was probably first studied by P8tzl (1915).
Fisher (1954, 1956, 1957, 1960), Fisher & Paul (1959) and Luborsky
& Shevrin (1958a, 1958b, 1959) have reported findings supporting
the hypothesis that subliminal perception, not consciously
registered, later tends to emerge in the dreams of the subject.
This seems to be especially true if the subliminal stimuli are
related to "traumatic" experiences in the subject's life history.
Windahl (1971) has recently reported striking and corroborative
evidence of the effect of subliminally exposed "micro-traumatic"
stimuli upon dreams.

As regards the concept of and the function of the "traumatic
dream" in psychoanalytic thinking, see Schur (1966). During the
last two decades Sweden has been one of the main centers for
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The target picture was a photocopy of the slide used for
"induction". In the remaining four envelopes of a batch, there
were photocopies of the same sizé and material but depicting four
of the classical ESP card symbols.

The final order of the envelopes.within each batch was
determined by the use of a random table. Serial numbers were
written on the back of each of the randomly distributed envelopes
within a batch. These numbers used for identification purposes,
could not be seen during the procedure when the subject made his
decisions in his ESP task. The subject was told that in one of the
envelopes in each of the batches there was a picture similar to
the one the subject had been exposed to subliminally the day before.
The subject was encouraged to try to pick out the envelope he
thought was the appropriate one. When he had done so, the
experimenter made a notation of the number, put the envelope back
into its batch; took the next batch and handed it to the subject,
and so on until he had made his 20 choises., The results were
evaluated at the end of the series. By means of the identification
marks (digits) on the back of the envelopes, the experimenter did
not have to open the envelopes and carry out the check until all
18 subjects had carried out their ESP task.

The Use of the DMT

This investigation offered another chance to cross-validate
previous findings as regards the DMT. Furthermore the DMT was
thought a potentially good source of information concerning how
differences in personality, measured by the DMT, may respond to
the subliminal micro-traumatic stimuli "induced" before the

ESP task.

As a safeguard against the experimenter expectancy effect, it
was decided that the experimenter should have no information
about the DMT protocols of the subjects. In addition the scoring
of the protocols and the predictions (based on the scorings and
on previous findings of the DMT/ESP correlations) were carried
out blindly and by DMT experts.

The Testing

Mr. H. Boerenkamp (H.B.) administered the DMT. In advance of the
testing he received the necessary practical and theoretical
training for administering the DMT. After the DMT testing had
been carried out by H.B., he translated the statements given by
the subjects in their protocols and in relation to sketches they
‘'had made, from Dutch into English. The translated protocols,
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The Parapsychology Laboratory of the State University of Utrecht
was established in 1974, in connection with the inception of the
first regular chair and professorship in parapsychology in
Europe (Director: Martin Johnson).

The laboratory has an independent status in relation to the
Psychological Laboratory of the University (address: Varkenmarkt 2,
Utrecht, the Netherlands). The Parapsychology Laboratory is located
within the same building and has the privilege of sharing the
library as well as having full access to equipment and apparatus
within the Psychological Laboratory.

Between 1971 and 1974 the research center was identified as the
Parapsychological Division of the Psychological Laboratory from
which its Research Letter was issued.

The laboratory has four full-time positions one of which is
intended for a visiting research worker.

Educational programs are already run at different levels and are
being further developed.

Apart from the European Journal of Parapsychology the laboratory
will continue to issue its Research Brief, although it will appear
at irregular times.

Please send me the EUROPEAN JOURNAL OF PARAPSYCHOLOGY at the rate
of F1 15.- a year.

NAME

(Please print)

ADDRESS
(Please include postcode, if any)

COUNTRY SIGNED










